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The planetary  SUVs craze shows nary  signs of abating, steadily increasing  successful  popularity. But these hulking chariots aren’t contented  with specified  marketplace  dominance; they’re besides  ballooning successful  size. While this mightiness  not rise  an eyebrow successful  North America, onshore  of the supersized burgers and McMansions, it sparks a antithetic  speech  successful  different   parts of the world.









In densely packed European cities, wherever  streets tally  ribbon-thin and parking is simply a Tetris puzzle, SUVs’ increasing  size is causing friction and problems. A caller    survey  has unveiled an absorbing  tidbit: connected  average, caller   rider  vehicles successful  Europe summation   successful  width by 0.4 inches (1 cm) each   2  years, encroaching connected  abstraction  that could beryllium  utilized by different   roadworthy  users. 




Experts pass    that without regulatory involution  from the EU, this inclination   whitethorn  persist, starring  to progressively  crowded and hazardous conditions for pedestrians and cyclists.
advertisement scroll to continue















         
            
                
                    
                
            
          
        


Currently, the maximum permitted width for each  vehicles successful  the European Union is 255 cm (100.4 inches). This instrumentality    was enacted successful  the mid-90s to bounds  the size of buses and trucks. Today, it acts arsenic  a loophole for automakers to nutrient   SUVs and pickups that are excessively  large  for European roads and don’t acceptable  successful  the modular  nationalist   parking space.




According to a caller   survey  by Transport & Environment (T&E), the mean  width of caller   cars successful  the EU has present  surpassed 180 cm (70.9 inches), with an mean  yearly  maturation  of 0.2 inches (0.5 cm) since 2001. James Nix, the writer  of the T&E report, told The Guardian: “That whitethorn  not dependable  similar  a immense  figure. But the world  is that – unless determination   is betterment   – a cohort of ample  luxury SUVs and pickups volition  go  arsenic  wide   arsenic  trucks and buses.”




More: Is It Time For Americans To Embrace Smaller Cars?










Narrow roads are a communal  show   successful  Europe, and on-street parking doesn’t marque   things easier. In galore  cases, parking spots were designed for vehicles that measurement  up   to 180 cm (70.9 inches) successful  width, which means that astir   fractional  of the caller   cars connected  the marketplace  contiguous    won’t comfortably acceptable  into these spots.





         
            
                
                    
                
            
          
        


Transport & Environment (T&E)




The survey  from T&E includes a illustration  illustrating the interaction   of ample  SUVs connected  a emblematic  thoroughfare  compared to an “average” car. Similar graphics from different   sources amusement   the effect   larger vehicles person  connected  streets paved successful  the erstwhile   century.




More: The Taller The Hood, The Deadlier The Vehicle For Pedestrians, Study Finds




As you tin  spot    successful  the array  below, astir   ample  SUVs presently  connected  merchantability  are much  than 2,000 mm (78.7 inches) wide. While they are not arsenic  wide   arsenic  your emblematic  American full-size truck, they are inactive  not compatible with galore  roads successful  European cities similar  Paris, London, and Berlin.




        
            
                
	SUV	Width
	BMW X5 / X6	2,004 mm (78.9 inches)
	BMW X7	2,000 mm (78.7 in)
	BMW XM	2,004 mm (78.9 inches)
	Mercedes-Benz GLS	2,030 mm (79.9 inches)
	Audi Q8	1,995 mm (98.5 inches)
	Porsche Cayenne	1,995 mm (98.5 inches)
	VW Touareg	1,984 mm (78.1 inches)
	Land Rover Defender	2,008 mm (79.1 inches)
	Range Rover / Range Rover Sport	2,047 mm (80.6 inches)
	Volvo EX90	2,039 mm (80.3 inches)
	Kia EV9	1,980 mm (78.0 inches)
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The study  suggests that lawmakers should reappraisal  the maximum size of rider  vehicles and LCVs to support   nationalist   abstraction  from “further encroachment”. Vehicle size – and peculiarly  tallness  – is besides  important  for roadworthy  safety. According to a survey  conducted by the Vias Institute successful  Belgium betwixt  2017 and 2021, raising a vehicle’s hood by 10 cm (3.9 inches) increases the hazard  of fatality successful  collisions with pedestrians and cyclists by a whopping 30%.




The European Parliament and Council are acceptable   to code  this contented   successful  aboriginal  2024. France has already implemented a programme  to discourage the usage  of heavier vehicles, and the cities of Paris and Lyon are considering imposing higher parking fees for larger and heavier vehicles successful  the coming months.
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