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            Strip distant  the camouflage, and this is what Kia’s long-awaited dual-cab ute volition  look   similar  erstwhile   it launches successful  2025.




While antecedently  spied examples of the Kia Tasman person  been mules, wearing cobbled-together sheetmetal borrowed from the Mohave SUV, this 1  spotted by Korean spy video outlet Woopa TV appears to beryllium  wearing accumulation   sheetmetal.




Additionally, chap  Korean outlet New Autopost has published a acceptable   of spy photos.




It’s rather  a bluff, boxy assemblage  for the brand’s archetypal  dual-cab ute, with much  upright styling than galore  rivals, accentuated by the vertically oriented headlights rapidly  becoming a signature Kia plan  cue, arsenic  good   arsenic  a gangly  greenhouse.












The rear bumper features an integrated step, á la the Ford Ranger, to let  easier entree  to the tub.




While the dashboard is heavy  camouflaged, the centre console is mostly  undisguised.




We tin  spot    a alternatively   traditional-looking cogwheel  shifter, a commencement  button, arsenic  good   arsenic  a instrumentality    for selecting which two- oregon  four-wheel thrust  mode   to engage. This includes an automatic four-wheel thrust  mode   suitable for on-pavement driving, arsenic  seen successful  rivals similar  the Mitsubishi Triton.




Referred to internally arsenic  the TK, the ute whitethorn  deterioration  the Tasman nameplate which Kia has trademarked locally.




	
	





Kia confirmed past  twelvemonth  it was benchmarking the Tasman against the Ford Ranger, Volkswagen Amarok, and Toyota HiLux, peculiarly  successful  presumption     of payload and towing capableness   figures – a 3500kg braked towing capableness   figure, therefore, seems likely.




It’ll connection    a diesel engine, and we’d wager each  models volition  diagnostic   leaf-spring rear suspension.




As to what diesel motor  it volition  offer, that’s unclear. Kia presently  offers a 2.2-litre turbo-diesel 4  successful  its Sorento and Carnival, offering 148kW of powerfulness  and 440Nm of torque.




Whether the institution  volition  people     the Ranger and Amarok with an optional six-cylinder powertrain is unclear.




	
	





The body-on-frame Mohave SUV comes with a 3.0-litre turbo-diesel V6, but it’s getting connected  successful  years. Nevertheless, it meets Euro 6 emissions standards, and pumps retired  189kW and 560Nm – adjacent  to the V6 Ranger and Amarok’s 184kW/600Nm outputs.




The GV80 from chap  Hyundai Motor Group marque  Genesis has a 3.0-litre turbo-diesel inline six, but the motor  has conscionable  been discontinued and nary  further applications for it person  been confirmed.




Kia is targeting 10 per cent of the airy  commercialized  conveyance  marketplace  with the Korean-built ute. That’s conscionable  beneath  wherever  the Isuzu D-Max, Australia’s 3rd  best-selling ute, sits successful  presumption     of marketplace  share.




Given Australia’s emotion  of utes – and the comparative  lack  of them successful  Korea – Kia has been utilizing our marketplace  arsenic  a investigating  ground.




	





Kia Australia merchandise  readying  brag  Roland Rivero said past  twelvemonth  “lots of visitors person  made the trip” to Australia to acquisition   competitors and section  conditions.




A “substantial” magnitude  of enactment    connected  the ute has been done successful  Australia, helium  said, “though a batch  of enactment    is acceptable   to go”.




“It’s not antithetic  to immoderate  different   caller   R&D project, truthful  portion    it’s evolving, it’s besides  flexible,” said Kia Australia thrust   and handling technologist  Graeme Gambold.




Kia said past  twelvemonth  it isn’t moving   connected  an SUV counterpart, which would rival the likes of the Ford Everest and Isuzu MU-X and regenerate  the ageing Mohave.




The Tasman isn’t the lone  ute Kia is moving   on, with an electrical  ute besides  successful  improvement  that’s aimed astatine  markets similar  the US.




MORE: Kia Tasman ute: Bold income  targets revealed
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